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COUNTRY JETNAM
UBJ: MENTS OF A VIETNAMESE DIPLOMAT ON CURRENT ECONOMIC

I: LY JUNE 1986
TEX]:

iHE SKRV HAS EVERYTHING IT NEEDS IN TERMS OF BASIC ~CONSUMER
GOODS, BUT NGT IN ABUNDANCE OR GREAT VARIETY
UNTIL LATE 1985 STAPLE COMMODITIES SUCH AS RICE, SUGRR
COOKING OIL WERE RATIONED. _THE L IVING §TANDARD
OF THE VIFTNAMESE PEOPLE IS STILL VERY LOW
HE ANNUAL INCOME OF THE VIETNAHESE “1S ONLY ABOUT
ONE-FIFTIETH OF THAT OF THE AMERICAN PEOPL THE
COUNTRY HAS TO IMPORT MANY THINGS FROM ABROAD AND IS SHORT OF
HARD CURRENCY. [N COUNTRY IS SELF SUFFICIENT IN RICE
AND FOODSTUFFS, BUT HAS TO IMPORT SUGAR FROM CUBA. IT ALSO
IMPORTS CLOTHING, SHOES, AND ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES FROM SOUTHmmmunmnnﬂum:
KOREA, AND EXPORfS SHRIfP AND OTHER MARINE PRODUCTS T0 SOUTHnwurmznm o
KOREA . THE LIVING STANDARD OF OFFICIAL -
“PART I C LT S S S TGNED ovenssas " IS MUCH HIGHE& THAN
THAT OF THe COMMON PEQPLE IN THE S

THE

FOREION INVESINCNT LUUE WALl HE PASSED BY HIS GOVERNMENT BY THE

END OF 1986 AFTER THE ADOPTI N OF THIS

CODE FOREIG INVESTMENTS WILL BEGIN TO FLOW INTO SRV FROM
WESTERN COUN RIE§ INCLUDING JAPAN. BUT N?T FROM THE U.S.
BECAUSE OF THE U¥S. RGO. THAT MANY U.S. FIRMS
ARE WAITING FOR THE EHB RGO TO0 B FTED. THE

U.S. EMBARGO WILL NOT Bf LIFTED UNDER THE CURRENT U.5. RUMINISTRATION.




"~m

3, THE SRV NEEDS T0 IMPORT HIGH
TECHNULULT FRUM IHE WeS1, PARTICULARLY FROM THE U.S.

I THE SRV WILL FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE OF CHINA IN ADOPTING
ECONOMIC REFORM MEASURES AND INTRODUCING WESTERN TECHNOLOGY
INTO THE COUNTRY. SN THE PARTY CONGRESS WILL BE
CONVENED TOWARDS THE ENU UF 1986, AND THAT "BIG CHANGES IN
PARTY LEADERSHIP" WILL TAKE PLACE THEN. AFTER THE PARTY
CONGRESS, NN ATED. “THE ECONOMIC SITUATION WILL
Iunnogggug ING PETROLEUM I T SRy
NOW_HAS TO IMPORT OIL FROM THE USSR. NN HOWEVER, THAT

"WITH ASSISTANCE FROM THE USSR, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, AND BELGIUM, WE

WILL BEGIN] PRODUCING OIL BY OURSELVES IN 1987, AND EVEN

EXPORTING OIL BY 1990." HNNENEEEEEN 1ANY U.$. OIL COMPANIES

WANT TO PARTICIPATE IN OIL PRODULTIUN IN THE SRV, BUT THEY HAVE

70 WAIT FOR THE LIFTING OF THF EMBARGO BY THE U.$. GOVERNMENT.

5. THERE ARE NO AMERICAN

POW/MLA’S AN THE SKV, BUI "ONLY TOURISTS.” N AWARE

OF TWO "TOURIST" GROUPS OF AMERICANS THAT VISLIED 'HE SRV, ONE IN
DECEMBER 1985 AND ONE IN LATE MAY 1986, AND ADDED THAT ANOTHER SUCH
GROUP IS SCHEDULED TO DEPART BEFORE THE END OF JUNE THIS YEAR. EACH
GROUP CONSISTED OF 1S TO 20 PEOPLE. A

RECENT NETHORK TELEVISION PROGRAM HAUD Dtitlivel THE

AMERICAN PEQPLE INTO BELIEVING THERE ARE STILL POW/MIA'S IN THE

SRV WHEN THERE ARE NONE




